Sheffield Maternity Forum
Friday 15th April 2011, 10.00 – 11.30 am
Centre in the Park, Norfolk Park

Minutes
In Attendance

Kate Marston (KM) – Chair

Rob Marston (RM) – Minutes

Maureen Leech (ML) – User Representative

Beverley Woodhead (BW) - User Representative

Apologies
Rebecca Byers, Louise Heard, Betty Gelsthorpe

1. Minutes of previous meeting
Agreed as an accurate and true account.
ML would like her biography on the website to be slightly re-worded. Still need BW’s biography.
Actions: KAM to discuss re-wording with ML. BW to email her biog to KAM as soon as possible.
2. De-brief following research

ML reported anecdotally that she had found women consistently complaining about the standard of breastfeeding advice and support given by midwives in hospital. This seemed to be inconsistent and lacked knowledge. KAM reported that at the last MSLC it had been noted that this was an issue and steps were being taken to train midwives in breastfeeding support. Inpatients will start to experience the loss of the Action for Children Breastfeeding Peer Supporters in the coming weeks and we expect more complaints to arise as a result of this.
60 questionnaires have so far been completed. The cut off point is the end of April with the write-up by the end of May.

Action: KM/BW to carry out further questionnaires in order to reach the 100-150 quota.

3. VBAC card for Jessop Wing
SMF has been asked by Ali Brodrick to give their views on this. The SMF felt that the comment that a previous Caesarean does not have to precede a second Caesarean should be emphasised in some way, perhaps just by underlining. The ‘Congratulations on the birth of your baby’ statement on the front page could also be made ‘kinder’ and more genuine by the addition of an exclamation mark. SMF members queried whether the support and information offered when planning for a VBAC could/would be available to women pre-conception. The thought behind this is that it may be of help to women who would not necessarily have considered having a subsequent baby after a traumatic caesarean. 
The SMF thanked Ali for giving us the opportunity to make comments on this patient information leaflet prior to publishing.

4. MSLC Annual Work Plan
Action: KAM will make this document available on the SMF website; it has already been circulated by email to members.

The SMF can support the MSLC work plan by incorporating the following three elements into its own agenda for the coming year:
1) To re-visit the SMF ‘brand’ and develop the identity/raise awareness of the SMF and MSLC as vehicles for service users for improving maternity services and providing feedback to service providers.
2) To increase membership of the SMF, and of those service users attending the MSLC.

3) The third element of both the MSLC and SMF work plans will be informed by the most common theme found in the User Consultation report, due at the end of May.

Action: BW agreed to attend the next MSLC meeting on Friday 6th May 2011.
5. SMF Annual Work Plan

Attendance at today’s SMF is not sufficient so this item is postponed until next meeting for discussion.

6. Dates/times/venues of future SMF meetings

As per the recommendation from the MSLC planning meeting, it was discussed that SMF meetings could be in different venues/times in order to attract more attendees.
Possible venues suggested include St Mary’s Conference Centre and Children’s Centres and meetings could be alternated between day and evening times.

Action: KAM will ask Claire Knott about the best way to contact the breast feeding co-ordinators to publicise the meetings. KAM to speak to Saduf Khan about the possibility of holding SMF meetings at Children’s Centres.
7. Training

Fund raising training, 28 July at VAS - There are only two free places but there is a different course, which may be of interest in August where there will also be two free places. 
Action: Attendees to be decided at next meeting.

8. AOB

Media Highlights:

· Number of UK stillbirths is highest compared to other similar countries.

· An NCT iPhone app has been launched, which allows parents to locate the nearest baby changing facilities. It was discussed whether or not this could be a possible security issue.
Action: Claire Knott to be asked to attend the Maternal and Infant Nutrition meeting on 24th  May, 9.15 am at Howden House. 

Maternal Health Partnership – need SMF to attend. 
Action: KM to circulate date/venue and ask for a volunteer/s to attend.
Date of next meeting: 27th May 2011, venue to be confirmed but it will be an evening meeting.
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